
Winlink Thursday for September 30th, 2021 

 

As we progress through our Winlink training, it is important that we begin to familiarize 
ourselves with forms that that may be used by some of our partner and collaborative 
organizations. This week we will be looking at the Spotrep-2 form used in Winlink Express for 
SHARES. This form is used to convey existing infrastructure conditions for the location of the 
spot reporter. It can also be used to create a spot map, but for this exercise we will concentrate 
on the form data itself.  

1. Begin by creating a new message 
2. Click “Select template” 
3. Highlight and expand “Standard templates” 
4. Highlight and expand SHARES forms 
5. Highlight Spotrep-2.txt 
6. Click select at the top 
7. The form should open in your default browser for editing 

We will use R – Routine for the precedence. The date should fill in automatically. Use 01 for the 
Task. In the TO: field, use your regions ETO address.  “Click here to find your ETO”. 

There are 9 numerical fields in the main part of the form. 

1. Enter your city/state/territory 
 

2. Enter your latitude and longitude. You may already have this information saved from 
prior exercises when you used the Winlink Check-in form.  
 

3. Check box regarding Land-Line functionality at your location. If you do not have a land-
line, check unknown. 
 

4. Check box regarding your cell phone functionality. If you do not have a cell phone, check 
unknown. List your cell phone carrier name in the comments box. 
 

5. Check box regarding the status of AM/FM broadcast stations in your area. Pick any two 
AM or FM stations you can hear in your area. List them in the comments box with their 
frequencies, call signs, and reception quality.  
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6. Check box regarding the status of TV broadcast stations in your area. If your location is 
unable to receive TV broadcast coverage, check unknown. If you can receive broadcasts, 
pick one station you can watch in your area and list it in the comments box with its call 
sign, channel, and reception quality.  
 

7. Check box regarding public water utility functionality. If you do not have public water, 
check unknown.  
 

8. Check box regarding commercial power functionality. List your local utility name in the 
comments box.  
 

9. Check box regarding internet functionality. If you have no home internet capability, 
check unknown. List the name of your home internet carrier in the comments box. If 
you only have internet on your cell phone, list it in the comments box with the carrier 
name. 
 

10. In the additional comments field, list your mode of operation (VARA, Packet, etc.), RMS 
station used and the band used to send the message.  
 

11. In the Point of contact field, use your winlink address.  

 

Submitting the form and sending the message 

 

• Option: before you submit your form you have the option to save the form data for 
future use just as you did with a prior winlink check-in form exercise.  

• When your form is complete, you can hit submit at the bottom.  
• Then close out your browser and you will be back at your winlink message.  
• Make sure the address of your ETO region is in the TO:  field of the message 

 “Click here to find your ETO” 

• Change the subject to 09-30-21 Winlink Thursday  
[CORRECTION: Winlink Express won't allow you to change the Subject on this message; 
just send it as-is, please.] 

• Attach to outbox  
• Send your message.  
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Thank you for participating in Winlink Thursday exercises. 


